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Statement by Rep. Kika de la Garza, D-Texas
Chairman, House Committee on Agriculture
On National Performance Review Report
and Secretary Espy's USDA Reorganization Plan
September 9, 1993
I commend the Clinton Administration for initiating this debate over how to
create a government that works better and costs less.
The reorganization plan put forward by Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy
offers a comprehensive and well-thought-out approach to streamlining USDA.
While I have some concerns about the specifics, I do think in general it could
enhance the Department's ability to meet its modern responsibilities. In the
coming weeks, I will work with the Secretary and my colleagues here in the
House to determine an appropriate timetable for hearings and action on the
reorganization proposal.
I do have serious reservations about certain proposals in the Vice
President's National Performance Review report that pertain to USDA and its
programs.
The report advocates eliminating the honey, wool and mohair programs. I
am disappointed the Vice President did not offer any suggestions on how to
reform these programs to lessen their costs or to help producers in these
industries make the transition to a no-program environment or to other
occupations.
Some may be surprised to hear this, but I would support consolidation of all
food safety and inspection programs under one agency. However, I believe that
agency should be at USDA. If we really want to ensure the safety of our food
supply from farm to fork, then USDA is best positioned to do that.
Agriculture Secretary Espy and his team at USDA have worked long and
hard to restore credibility to the meat and poultry inspection program. Just when
they are succeeding in that effort hardly seems the time to suggest transferring
this vital function to another Federal agency beset with its own problems.
Congress should give a full and fair public hearing to the Vice President's
recommendations. I support the effort to make government work better and for
less cost. But I also want to ensure that the legitimate needs of our agricultural
producers, agricultural-oriented businesses, rural communities and American
consumers are not ignored. I am hopeful that the Administration will be willing
to work with us in Congress to achieve these goals.
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